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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).
The proposed Woburn Street Historic
District consists of the
houses and one church lining the north and south sides of Woburn Street
from Temple Street westward to Summer Avenue. This section of road has
geographical termini: at Temple Street, it begins ascending a steep hill,
and on the west side of Summer Avenue, the street takes a bend. Its north
ern and southern boundaries are the back lot lines of the properties
involved. This area is one of Reading's most ornamental thoroughfares'.
The tree-lined street is bordered by large homes on spacious, welllandscaped lots. More importantly, all but one of the buildings here
were either built or remodeled in the late 19th or early 20th century.
Of the 16 buildings involved, the oldest is 201 Woburn Street (C-133),
a stately Federal farmhouse built c. 1795. Its main elevation has
been enlivened by a later, two-story classical portico — a little
narrowly proportioned, but intriguing.
(con't.)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it,
and how it affected community; be specific).
The area traversed by today's Woburn Street was farmland before its
development as an upper middle-class neighborhood. Woburn Street is old,
showing up on the 1765 map. However, for a long while it extended only
from West Street to Washington Street, not continuing through to the center
of town. The opening of this last section, and the development of the
earlier one, can be attributed chiefly to homebuilding by professional
people and rail commuters. The first commuting newcomers tended to settle
close to the depot, down around Washington Street. This accounts for the
high proportion of Second Empire and Queen Anne houses in that neighbor
hood. However, as later, more\affluent commuters
and professionals sought larger lots for "modern" homes, the section of
Woburn Street within the proposed district began to be more settled.
•

The houses in this area were thus inhabited by some of Reading's
most prominent citizens. The house at 217 Woburn Street (C-131) was home
to miniaturist Sarah Goodrich, organ maker Thomas Appleton, and Boston
architect.Willard P. Adden. The house at 206 Woburn Street (C-132) was
built by
architect Horace G. Wadlin for his own home. That at
201 Woburn (C-133) was inhabited by shoe manufacturer David Pratt, clock
man Daniel Pratt, railroad president Edward Appleton, and architect
Adden. The house at 216 Woburn Street (C-232x) was built by Richard W. Francis,
a noted Reading hardware store owner. Other residents of the neighborhood
(con' t.)
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Architectural Significance
Two more houses were built in the Greek Revival period, and one in the
Italianate style. The area's real development, however, began in the last
quarter of the 19th century. The Queen Anne style in its pure form is repre
sented by 227 Woburn Street (C-130), which anchors visually the corner of
Woburn Street and Summer Avenue. As happened so often in Reading, the style
also was used in combination with other styles, creating a variety of unique
forms. This is the case with three of the 16 buildings in the proposed dis
trict. One of the Greek Revival houses was remodeled largely in the Queen
Anne style (C-244x). A Stick-style house was enlivened with Queen Anne
details (C-233x). And one house is mostly Queen Anne with both Shingle-style
and Colonial Revival motifs (C-129). The Shingle style is represented by
206 woburn Street (C-132). The Colonial Revival style alone is seen in five
houses. These range from 183 Woburn Street (C-135), a florid example of the
"free" Colonial -Revival style, to 217 Woburn Street (C-133), a painstakingly
authentic Federal Revival mansion. Finally, there is an example of the
Craftsman style, at 207 Woburn Street (C-231x). The Italianate house (C-246x)was
moved c. 1908 and converted into a rectory, in conjunction with the building
of the adjacent Saint Agnes Catholic Church (C-245). The latter was constructed
in a simplified version of the High Victorian Gothic style — a style which
had passed out of favor in more sophistictaed areas, but which expressed
admirably the enthusiasm and pride that local Catholics must have felt upon
achieving their own parish.
In sum, the architectural significance of the proposed Woburn Street
Historic District' is its concentration of stylish, upper middle-class houses
dating from a relatively brief period of time. There are no intrusions.
Historical Significance
were of similar professional status: doctors, lawyers, and business execu
tives. The Holden Homestead (C-246x) was built by a member of the Holden
Brothers shoe firm, while 177 Woburn (C-244x) was home to a founder and
director of the First National Bank in Reading.
Almost 70 years have gone by since the majority of the houses in this
area were built. However, the neighborhood continues to serve in the same
capacity that it did at that time — as a home for upper middle-class pro
fessionals and businessmen. Both the houses and their context have remained
the same, therefore, since their construction.
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION
The Woburn Street Historic District is significant (1) as a representation of primarily
late 19th century and early 20th century suburban residential development for Reading's
upper middle class residents; and (2) architecturally in representing a large and intact
concentration of high style residential buildings of this period. The area retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workmanship and meets Criteria
A and C of the National Register.
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The WOburn Street Historic District
were drawn to include a grouping of residential (and one institutional) buildings
distinguished by the cdhesiveness of their late 19th early-20th century Colonial Revival
architectural styles, by their usual generous proportions and by the quality of setting
which characterizes that section of Woburn Street: spacious lots with the houses set
back amidst landscaped lawns. The Woburn Street Historic District is further distinguished
by possessing several houses designed and/or lived in by two of Reading's most prominent
residential architects, Willard P. Adden and Horace G. Wadlin.The Woburn Street Historic District boundaries are as shown by the heavy line on the
accompanying map, entitled, "Woburn Street District" and drawn to a scale of 1"=3S3*>
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