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Sullivan Engineering Group, LLC 
Civil Engineers & Land Development Consultants

 
 

 
May 5, 2016 

 
Julie D. Mercier, AICP, LEED AP 
Community Development Director 
Town of Reading 
16 Lowell Street 
Reading, MA 01867 
 
Re: 149 Van Norden Road, Reading 
 PRD – List of Waivers Requested 
 Response to Misc. Items in Engineering Memo dated 4/20/2016 
 
Ms. Mercier; 
 
The following is a list of waivers requested for the above referenced site relative to the Town of 
Reading Zoning Bylaw and Subdivision Rules and Regulations. 
 
Waivers Requested under the Reading Subdivision Rules and Regulations: 
 

1) Section 6.1.1.5 – Locus insert showing all properties within 1,000 feet of any portion of the 
subject property. 

2) Section 6.1.1.10- Existing topography of all lands within 100 feet of any portion of the subject 
property. 

3) Section 6.1.1.13-Location and identifications of trees of 6-inch caliper or larger and of 
significant stands or groups of trees, together with indications of trees and groups of trees 
proposed to be saved or preserved. 

 
Waivers Requested under the Reading Zoning Bylaws: 
 

1) Section 11.2.4.3.2.1.b- “Intensity of Development” requiring the submission to CPDC of a 
schematic Subdivision Plan which meets the requirements as specified for a Preliminary 
Subdivision Plan. 

2) Section 11.2.5.1- “Shadows” prohibits shadows on existing structures.  A waiver is requested 
from this section requiring shadow lines to be shown on the design plans. 

3) Section 11.2.5.3- “Open Space” – requiring all areas to be sloped at less than 10%.  The 
open space plan presented is to retain all existing site topography, trees, and site features in 
the designated open space area with NO grading changes. 

4) Section 11.2.5.3- “Open Space”-requiring open space area to be within 30 feet from any 
structure.  The applicant meets this requirement with the new house, but this requirement is 
not meet with the existing house. 

5) 11.2.5.5.7- “Utilities”-underground electric, cable, telephone services.  The applicant is 
proposing underground electric, cable, and telephone for the NEW house ONLY.  The 
existing house will retain overhead service. 
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Responses to Engineering Memo dated 4/20/16 (Engineering Comment in italics) 
 
Under General: 
 
4)  Identify all public trees along the frontage of the property 
  The only area where new work is proposed is at the new curbcut location and new utility service 
locations.  The trees in this area are shown and there are no public  trees in this area to identify.  To locate all 
the potentially public trees along the entire site frontage is unnecessary. 
 

14)  The water service to the existing house #149 will require replacement 
The applicant is not intending to replace the water service to the existing house. 

 
15)  The plans indicate the water and sewer services to #149 Van Norden are closer than the required 10 foot 
separation…this should be corrected upon the replacement of the new water service 
 The water and sewer service to the existing house (#149) are existing utilities that are functioning 
adequately.  The owner is not looking to replace these services at this time. 
 

19) All public shade trees along the site frontage shall be located and identified 
This was addressed above (see response to Item 4 above) 

 
Under Zoning: 
 

24) Section 11.2.4.2.1 – “Required Inclusionary Housing” – requires affordable housing 
This section states the applicant “may provide” affordable housing.  No affordable housing is proposed 
for this development. 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jack Sullivan, PE 


