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One of 329 local cultural councils representing 
every city and town in Massachusetts 

 

 Community resource for cultural 
information and activities 
 

 Volunteer members appointed by 
Selectmen, meet monthly 

 
 Distribute funds made available from the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council via an 
application process 

 
 

Reading Cultural Council (RCC) 



Massachusetts  Cultural Council 
 
Promotes excellence, access, education, and diversity in arts, humanities, and 
interpretive sciences  

Receives an annual appropriation from the state Legislature and funds from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and others  
 

Makes grants directly and through local cultural councils  

 to non-profit cultural organizations, schools, communities, and 
individuals artists for programs that use arts, science, and the 
humanities to build strong, diverse, livable communities  

 to a cross-section of the population and citizens in each Massachusetts 
city and town 

 

 All the information you need is here:  http://www.mass-
culture.org/Reading# 
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Reading Cultural Council(RCC) 
 

Applicant Info……. 

 Go to:  http://www.mass-culture.org/Reading# 
The RCC page displays with applicant information 
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Open to individuals and organizations offering cultural 
and experiential programs that serve Reading residents 
via: 

 field trips, after school programs, concerts, 
festivals, lectures, theater, dance, more 

 in schools, community center, the library, elder 
care facilities, town hall, parks, and wherever 
the community comes together  

 

RCC Funding Guidelines 

Proposed programs must: 
 contribute to the cultural vitality and 

diversity of Reading 
 serve broad segments of Reading 
 encourage collaboration and diversity 
 are not previously funded for more than 

three consecutive years 



Eligible entities can include: 

 An individual  

 An incorporated nonprofit 

 An unincorporated association or 
group of people with a nonprofit 
objective 

 A public school, library or other 
municipal agency 

 A religious organization or school 
requesting funds for cultural 
programming that does not have the 
effect of advancing religion 

RCC Funding Guidelines 



Note that grant funds cannot be used for: 

 The purchase of food or 
refreshments 

 To pay salaries or stipends for 
employees of the school system, 
library,  parks department or 
municipality 

 On capital expenditure for schools 
libraries, LCC, other municipal 
agencies or religious organizations 

 On programming that discriminates 
or discourages participation on the 
basis of race,  gender, religious creed, 
color, national origin, ancestry, 
disability, sexual orientation or age 

RCC Funding Guidelines 



RCC Funding Guidelines 

Proposed program must meet the MCC definition of one of the following 
disciplines:  

• Arts refer to the creation of work in the crafts 

and performing, visual, media, folk, design, 
literary, and inter-disciplinary arts.  Also include 
the presentation and preservation of, and 
education about works in these disciplines.  

 

• Humanities types of learning that deal with 

human values and aspirations, human thought 
and culture, language, and creativity.  
 

 

• Interpretive sciences  types of learning that 

deal with nature, science, and technology in ways 
that explain how they relate to people’s lives.  



Projects Funded 2015-2016 



What you need to know 

Programs must  
 be performed at an accessible Reading 

venue (field trip grants excepted) 
 have a confirmed artist, venue, and 

performance date 
 have alternate sources of funding and 

guarantee they will run with only partial 
RCC funding 

 
One application per organization or applicant  unless 
the organization serves multiple constituencies 
 
Grants from the Reading Cultural Council are 
reimbursement-based  
 
Proof of credit acknowledgment provided when 
request reimbursement 

 
 

LCC Program 

Guidelines (PDF) 
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Application Forms 

Go to the Forms tab to find:  

 Standard application 

 Field trip application 

 Reimbursement forms 
 

Submit completed signed original +1 copy  
+1 self-addressed stamped envelope 

 

Postmark deadline for applications is  
October 15, 2015 

 

http://www.mass-culture.org/Reading# 
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Application Forms 

http://www.mass-culture.org/Reading# 

 Standard application 

 Field trip application 

 Reimbursement forms 
 

Submit completed signed original +1 copy  
+1 self-addressed stamped envelope 
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Application Forms 



Application Forms 



Important Dates 

Applications due  

 Postmarked by October 15, 2015 
 

Grants reviewed                            

 November – December, 2015 
 

Award notifications    

 January 2016 

 

 



Next Steps 

 Download and read the Local Cultural 
Council Program Regulations and Guidelines  
(LCC Program Guidelines (PDF) 

 

 Refer to the Grant Writing Tips Handout for 
planning and writing suggestions 

 

 Check the RCC website (http://www.mass-
culture.org/Reading#) 

 and the RCC town website 
(http://www.readingma.gov/cultural-
council) for updated information 

 

 Email readingculturalcouncil@gmail.com 
with any questions. 
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Questions 


