
To:	
  Marc	
  Maxwell	
  
From:	
  01867	
  Neighborhood	
  Preservation	
  
Date:	
  December	
  20,	
  2014	
  
	
  
Re:	
  Criterion	
  Child	
  Enrichment,	
  Inc./186	
  Summer	
  	
  Avenue	
  Reading	
  MA	
  
	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mr.	
  Maxwell,	
  
	
  
Please	
  see	
  attached	
  the	
  site	
  plan	
  requests	
  from	
  the	
  186	
  Summer	
  Ave	
  abutters.	
  We	
  
look	
  forward	
  to	
  your	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  concerns	
  and	
  desires	
  of	
  the	
  neighbors	
  in	
  your	
  
forthcoming	
  revised	
  site	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  property.	
  
	
  
We	
  respectfully	
  request	
  that	
  the	
  revised	
  plans	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  for	
  review	
  on	
  or	
  
before	
  Friday	
  January	
  2nd,	
  2015.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  also	
  respectfully	
  request	
  to	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  any	
  pre-­‐construction	
  meetings	
  to	
  
allow	
  discussion	
  of	
  how	
  construction	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  neighborhood	
  will	
  be	
  
minimized;	
  and	
  to	
  review	
  any	
  changes	
  made	
  subsequent	
  to	
  the	
  Jan	
  2nd	
  design	
  plan.	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely	
  yours,	
  
	
  
Cynda	
  Rohmer	
  
Mary	
  Ellen	
  O’Neill	
  
Co-­‐Chairs	
  
	
  
Cc.	
  Arthur	
  Kreiger,	
  Esq.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jessie	
  Wilson,	
  Community	
  Development	
  Administrator	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jeff	
  Hanson,	
  Chairman,	
  CPDC	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Site	
  Plan	
  Requests	
  from	
  186	
  Summer	
  Ave	
  Abutters	
  	
  
	
  

• Parking	
  (Number,	
  Location,	
  Setback)	
  
-­‐ On	
  the	
  original	
  plan	
  the	
  south	
  property	
  line	
  setback	
  along	
  194	
  

Summer	
  Ave	
  was	
  25	
  feet.	
  The	
  current	
  plan	
  shows	
  less	
  than	
  10	
  feet	
  
between	
  the	
  parking	
  lot	
  and	
  the	
  property	
  line.	
  We	
  request	
  that	
  
setback	
  be	
  changed	
  back	
  to	
  25	
  feet	
  as	
  per	
  original	
  plan.	
  

-­‐ Decrease	
  parking	
  to	
  21	
  spaces.	
  Remove	
  9	
  spaces	
  currently	
  located	
  
in	
  front	
  of	
  original	
  play	
  area.	
  Remove	
  8	
  spaces	
  behind	
  194	
  
Summer	
  Ave.	
  Remove	
  parking	
  along	
  driveway	
  except	
  for	
  required	
  
handicap	
  spaces	
  and	
  consolidate	
  all	
  parking	
  directly	
  behind	
  barn	
  
and	
  proposed	
  realigned	
  playground	
  east	
  toward	
  Parker	
  Middle	
  
School	
  and	
  facing	
  north	
  toward	
  176	
  Summer	
  Ave.	
  

-­‐ Bring	
  parking	
  back	
  from	
  front	
  corner	
  of	
  porch.	
  No	
  parking	
  or	
  
signage	
  from	
  front	
  corner	
  of	
  porch	
  to	
  street	
  to	
  maintain	
  
streetscape.	
  

-­‐ Reduce	
  handicap	
  spaces	
  to	
  2.	
  
	
  

• Playground	
  (Size,	
  Location)	
  
-­‐	
  	
  	
  	
  Reduce	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  2400	
  SF	
  playground	
  by	
  half	
  due	
  to	
  limited	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
number	
  of	
  students	
  at	
  any	
  given	
  time.	
  Flip	
  playground	
  as	
  discussed	
  
at	
  CPDC	
  meeting	
  to	
  allow	
  for	
  additional	
  parking.	
  

	
  
• Fencing	
  (Where,	
  Type,	
  Height)	
  

-­‐ Install	
  6	
  foot	
  stockade	
  fencing	
  along	
  parking	
  and	
  playground	
  
facing	
  176	
  Summer	
  Ave	
  to	
  rear	
  corner	
  of	
  new	
  building.	
  	
  

-­‐ Install	
  new	
  6	
  foot	
  stockade	
  fence	
  along	
  Temple	
  St	
  abutters	
  
property	
  and	
  along	
  the	
  Eastern	
  side	
  of	
  194	
  Summer	
  Ave	
  as	
  already	
  
proposed	
  by	
  current	
  plans.	
  

	
  
• Landscaping/Screening	
  (Where,	
  Type)	
  

-­‐ Install	
  vegetation	
  screen	
  of	
  arborvitaes	
  along	
  both	
  abutting	
  
property	
  lines	
  to	
  screen	
  the	
  parking.	
  	
  

-­‐ Install	
  vegetation	
  from	
  rear	
  corner	
  of	
  addition	
  to	
  front	
  corner	
  of	
  
existing	
  structure	
  to	
  hide	
  retaining	
  wall	
  facing	
  176	
  Summer	
  Ave.	
  

-­‐ Install	
  aesthetically	
  and	
  regionally	
  appropriate	
  plantings	
  in	
  front	
  
of	
  the	
  parking	
  lot	
  including	
  planting	
  of	
  mature	
  native	
  trees	
  ie.	
  
sugar	
  maple,	
  maple,	
  white	
  oak	
  along	
  Summer	
  Ave.	
  	
  

-­‐ Retain	
  current	
  trees	
  in	
  the	
  northeast	
  corner	
  abutting	
  176	
  Summer	
  
Ave	
  to	
  prevent	
  snow	
  from	
  damaging	
  new	
  stockade	
  fence.	
  

-­‐ Retain	
  current	
  trees	
  and	
  vegetation	
  behind	
  194	
  Summer	
  Ave	
  and	
  
along	
  Temple	
  St	
  abutters.	
  Neighbor	
  has	
  identified	
  a	
  screech	
  owl	
  
family	
  living	
  there	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  maintain	
  that	
  habitat.	
  This	
  
would	
  also	
  protect	
  stock	
  piling	
  of	
  snow.	
  



-­‐ Remove	
  dying	
  vegetation	
  in	
  area	
  previously	
  designated	
  to	
  be	
  
removed.	
  

-­‐ Please	
  install	
  fencing	
  and	
  perimeter	
  landscaping	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  
beginning	
  of	
  construction.	
  
	
  

• Lighting/Security	
  (Type,	
  #’s,	
  Hours	
  of	
  Operation,	
  Motion	
  Sensors)	
  
-­‐ Low	
  height	
  lights	
  are	
  preferable.	
  Please	
  have	
  all	
  parking	
  area	
  

lights	
  off	
  at	
  close	
  of	
  business,	
  no	
  motion	
  sensors.	
  
-­‐ Remove	
  security	
  light	
  on	
  original	
  building	
  facing	
  176	
  Summer	
  Ave.	
  
-­‐ Remove	
  12	
  foot	
  lamp	
  adjacent	
  to	
  first	
  parking	
  space	
  and	
  one	
  next	
  

to	
  barn.	
  
-­‐ No	
  security	
  cameras	
  directed	
  at	
  any	
  abutters.	
  

	
  
• Signs	
  (Location,	
  Appearance)	
  

-­‐ All	
  signage	
  should	
  be	
  moved	
  back	
  from	
  street	
  and	
  minimized.	
  
-­‐ Placement	
  of	
  Criterion	
  sign	
  should	
  be	
  moved	
  closer	
  to	
  main	
  house	
  

adjacent	
  to	
  handicapped	
  ramp.	
  	
  
-­‐ Prefer	
  Criterion	
  sign	
  be	
  placed	
  from	
  corner	
  of	
  existing	
  house	
  back.	
  
-­‐ Sign	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  illuminated	
  after	
  the	
  close	
  of	
  business	
  
-­‐ Please	
  make	
  sign	
  out	
  of	
  engraved	
  wood.	
  
-­‐ Reduce	
  size	
  of	
  stop	
  sign	
  at	
  entrance	
  and	
  pull	
  back	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  

possible.	
  
-­‐ Please	
  make	
  all	
  signs,	
  ie	
  no	
  parking	
  and	
  handicap	
  signs,	
  as	
  small	
  as	
  

possible	
  in	
  size	
  and	
  height.	
  
	
  

• Appearance	
  of	
  Addition	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  -­‐	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  All	
  windows	
  should	
  be	
  6	
  over	
  6	
  and	
  should	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  trim	
  

and	
  fenestration	
  as	
  the	
  original	
  house.	
  
	
   	
  

• Snow	
  Storage	
  (location)	
  
-­‐	
  	
  	
  	
  Snow	
  storage	
  area	
  is	
  inadequate;	
  need	
  to	
  design	
  a	
  barrier	
  to	
  
control	
  run	
  off	
  and	
  prevent	
  snow,	
  water	
  &	
  salt	
  from	
  going	
  into	
  
abutting	
  properties.	
  

	
  
• Bulk	
  of	
  Building	
  

-­‐ We	
  remain	
  concerned	
  that	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  proposed	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  
historic	
  house	
  is	
  too	
  large.	
  From	
  the	
  street	
  view	
  the	
  new	
  building	
  
blocks	
  HALF	
  of	
  the	
  barn.	
  Aesthetically	
  it	
  detracts	
  from	
  the	
  historic	
  
nature	
  of	
  the	
  neighborhood.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
December	
  20,	
  2014	
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