
MLK	DAY	CELEBRATION		
CONTINUES	WITH	

PRESENTATION	OF	PORTRAITS	
APRIL	14TH,	6:20‐6:30		

AT	DISTRICT	ARTS	FESTIVAL	
IN	PERFORMING	ARTS	CENTER,	RMHS	

	
The	Human	Relations	Advisory	Committee	thanks	everyone	
who	made	this	year’s	Martin	Luther	King	Day	Celebration	a	
powerful	catalyst	for	discussion	and	reflection.		This	annual	
event	is	meant	to	celebrate	the	contributions	of	a	great	
leader,	but	is	also	a	charge	for	action.		It	reminds	each	us	of	
our	responsibility	to	make	this	world	a	better	place:	to	
“stand	together	for	justice”	wherever	and	whenever	
necessary.	
	
This	event	would	not	have	been	possible	had	it	not	been	for	
the	generosity	of	EASTERN	BANK,	THE	READING	and	
MASSACHUSETTS	CULTURAL	COUNCILS,	THE	
BURLINGTON	KOHL’S	ASSOCIATES‐IN‐ACTION	
PROGRAM,	MOYNIHAN	LUMBER,	and	CAPOZZI	
CONSTRUCTION.			
	
Thanks	to	their	support,	internationally	renowned	speed	
painter	and	creator	of	Amazing	Hero	Art,	Rob	Surette	
encouraged	those	assembled	to	ponder	what	it	means	to	“Be	
Somebody.”		He	illustrated	how	every	one	of	us,	like	the	
heroes	he	brought	to	life,	has	the	power	to	make	a	
difference.		
	



These	funders	also	enabled	the	purchase	of	Rob	Surette’s	
larger‐than‐life	portraits	of	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	Leonard	
Zakim,	Harvey	Milk,	and	Malala.		These	portraits	not	only	
capture	the	faces	of	these	inspiring	visionaries,	but	also	their	
poignant	words,	as	chosen	by	the	RMHS	Gay	Straight	
Alliance	and	a	vote	of	the	student	body.			
	
In	addition,	thanks	to	John	and	Diana	Halsey	who	were	so	
moved	by	the	MLK	Event,	they	donated	additional	portraits,	
including	a	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	and	Abraham	Lincoln	to	
inspire	justice	in	the	Selectman	Room	at	Town	Hall.		They	
also	purchased	Albert	Einstein,	and	Mother	Teresa.		Einstein	
will	be	a	reminder	that	curiosity,	creativity,	and	
perseverance	are	essential	to	education,	while	Mother	
Teresa	will	be	a	reminder	to	put	caring	into	action.			
	
THE	UNVEILING	OF	THESE	PORTRAITS	IS	SCHEDULED	
FOR	TUESDAY,	APRIL	14TH	FROM	6:20‐6:30	DURING	
THE	DISTRICT‐WIDE	ARTS	FESTIVAL	IN	THE	
PERFORMING	ARTS	CENTER	OF	READING	MEMORIAL	
HIGH	SCHOOL.	
	
Together,	these	portraits	will	light	up	the	minds	and	
aspirations	of	future	leaders	who	study	and	meet	in	the	
Patrick	Schettini	Library	Media	Center.		They	will	be	a	
constant	reminder	that	the	well‐being	of	all	people	is	
essential	to	the	well‐being	of	each	one	of	us;	and	that	each	of	
us	has	a	responsibility	to	work	towards	a	world	that	
recognizes	that	all	people	are	equal;	that	all	people	deserve	
to	feel	and	to	be	safe;	and	that	all	people	must	be	



empowered	and	supported	by	education	to	strive	for	
personal	potential.			
	
As	Dr.	King	preached,	the	goal	of	education	is	not	just	to	
teach	facts	and	figures,	but	rather:	to	teach	students	to	
“think	intensively	and	to	think	critically.	Intelligence	plus	
character—that	is	the	goal	of	true	education.”		
	
Teaching,	however,	is	not	enough.		Leonard	Zakim	
emphasized	empowerment,	the	idea	that	one	person	can	
change	the	world.		His	co‐founding	of	“A	World	of	
Difference”	(AWOD)	impacts	locally	through	the	AWOD	Peer	
Leaders	trained	at	Reading’s	middle	and	high	schools.		They	
personify	Mr.	Zakim’s	vital	messages:	“if	kids	stop	a	racial	
slur	or	a	bigoted	joke,	when	they	stand	up	for	the	rights	of	
anyone,	they	are	being	as	heroic	as	any	great	athlete…”		and	
that	true	change	comes	from	building	bridges	between	
people,	because:	“relationships	count	for	more	than	
institutions.	It's	because	you	know	someone	that	you	begin	
to	care	about	their	issues."			
	
Covering	the	walls	of	RMHS	Main	Street	during	the	
celebration,	there	was	evidence	of	heroism	and	bridge	
building.		“Footprints,”	designed	by	RMHS	AWOD,	invited	
people	to	describe	how	they	“Stand	Together	for	Justice.”	
People	of	all	ages	recounted	their	stories.	Check	out	these	
“Footprints”	on	the	“Annual	Martin	Luther	King	Day	
Celebration	2015,	Reading	MA”	Facebook	Page.	
	



Recognizing	injustice	and	owning	the	responsibility	to	
confront,	as	well	as	prevent	it,	starts	close	to	home,	as	
Harvey	Milk	asserted:	“All	young	people,	regardless	of	sexual	
orientation	or	identity,	deserve	a	safe	and	supportive	
environment	in	which	to	achieve	their	full	potential.”		
	
He	advised:		“If	you	want	to	change	the	world,	start	in	your	
own	neighborhood.”		“Footprints”	manifested	how	students	
how	students	have	intervened	at	school,	on	fields,	and	in	
their	neighborhoods.		Like	Malala,	they	“raise	up	my	voice	–	
not	so	that	I	can	shout,	but	so	that	those	of	us	without	a	voice	
can	be	heard.	.	.	we	cannot	succeed	when	half	of	us	are	held	
back.”		Our	children	are	changing	the	world!	
	
The	students	are	not	the	only	ones	advocating	for	others.		
Preceding	the	performance,	many	school	and	community	
groups	exhibited	how	they	are	making	a	difference.		Thanks	
to	each	and	every	exhibitor	for	both	sharing	what	you	do	
and	for	doing	it!			
	
The	passion	of	local	groups	was	vital	to	this	celebration.		
Thanks	go	to	Beth	Mosier	and	the	Reading	Community	
Singers;	Kristin	Killian	and	the	RMHS	Singers;	Kyung	Yu	and	
the	Men’s	Chorus	of	the	Korean	Church	of	the	Nazarene;	
Jason	Cross	and	the	METCO	Elementary	School	Chorus;	
Sharon	Burke	and	Zachary	Broken	Rope	and	the	RMHS	Gay	
Straight	Alliance;	and	Mary	Allard	and	Heather	Connor	and	
the	Peer	Leaders	of	the	RMHS	‘A	World	of	Difference’	
Program.	Thanks	also	to	Reverend	Tim	Kutzmark	and	the	
Reading	Clergy	Council,	the	RMHS	Custodians,	and	the	RCTV	



volunteers	who	captured	the	community	portion	of	this	
celebration	to	share	on	the	education	channel	and	on	
YouTube	[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_rnCto-Y6s].	
	
Also	appreciated	were	the	waters	provided	by	Reading	
Cooperative	Bank;	the	sustenance	provided	by	Anthony’s	
Roast	Beef	and	Pizza,	and	Honey	Dew	Donuts	of	Wakefield.	
as	well	as	the	publicity	enabled	by	local	newspapers	and	
media.	
	
Thanks	also	to	Eastern	Bank	for	donating	copies	of	their	new	
book:	Portraits	of	Purpose:		A	Tribute	to	Leadership.		This	
photo	essay	on	leaders	of	color	in	Boston	can	now	be	found	
in	school	and	town	libraries.		Check	it	out!	
	
Let	us	all	renew	our	commitment	to	“stand	together	for	
justice”	every	time	we	see	Surette’s	portraits,	and	the	
Leonard	Zakim	Bunker	Hill	Memorial	Bridge.	We	can	make	
the	world	a	better	place	for	everyone,	whatever	their	skin	
color,	religion,	sexual	orientation,	abilities,	age,	or	beliefs.		
Diversity	is	a	treasure	trove,	a	gift	to	our	world.	
	
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	made	this	celebration	possible	–	
from	funders	to	volunteers	to	administration,	staff,	clergy,	
performers,	and	committee	members.			
	
The	Human	Relations	Advisory	Committee	invites	you	to	
join	us	in	planning	future	events.	Visit	the	town	website,	the	
MLK	Facebook	Page,	or	email	us	at	rhrac867@gmail.com!	


