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The following are highlights of some of the major happenings in 2012, and a preview of what to expect 
in 2013. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• The Town of Reading received the 2012 statewide Recycling Award in recognition of the 

outstanding work that the community has done in embracing the new recycling and rubbish 
collection program and huge expansion of recycling. The Reading program has served as a model for 
many communities in the Commonwealth. 

 

• Reading presented information to two statewide housing conferences on the use of 40R Smart 
Growth zoning to address appropriate community design, and promote affordable housing. Governor 
Patrick, in addressing the Statewide Housing Conference in November included in his remarks: “In 
Reading for example, their 40R Smart Growth District supports mixed use development that is 
conveniently located between their downtown center and the commuter rail stop.” 

 

• Reading was part of a panel that presented regional initiatives (our Public Health partnership with 
Melrose and Wakefield) to the State Association of Finance Committees. 

  
• The Town has been nominated for an American Planning Association Award for Downtown 

Development. 
 

The year in review… 
I am in my last months as your Town Manager – I will be retiring on June 1, 
2013. I want to take this opportunity to thank the residents, officials, and 
employees of the Town of Reading for giving me the opportunity to work with 
you and serve you. It must not have been easy for the community to accept a 
new form of government in 1986, and to welcome a stranger from New Jersey 
to serve as your first ever Town Manager. When I came here, it was not with 
the intent of staying in this position for 26 ½ years. But the community was 
welcoming, and the challenges and opportunities were never ending, so here I 
am, getting ready to transition to a new chapter in my life, and here Reading is 
getting ready to go through a similar transition.  
 
Thank you for all of the support – it has made this a most fulfilling part of my 
life, one that I will cherish always. 
 
Best wishes for a very safe and happy New Year.  
 

Peter I. Hechenbleikner 
Town Manager 

 

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS 
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• Reading also received a Municipal Water System Quality award from the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The joint Melrose, Wakefield, and Reading Health Department headed by Director Ruth Clay is 
working extremely well. 

 

• The Town is in a trial phase of sharing the services of Wakefield’s Tax Appraiser. If this trial period 
goes well, a request could be made to the Town Meetings in Wakefield and Reading to make this 
shared service arrangement permanent.  

 

• Reading is changing its Veterans Services shared arrangement to joining a Melrose, Wakefield, and 
Saugus Veterans District. 

 

• No regional partners were available so the Town has made permanent our Part Time Administrators 
for Conservation and Elder/Human Services, and both are working extremely well. 

 

• Reading and Wakefield Firefighters participated in three joint training programs. The training 
programs consisted of aerial ladder operations, pump operations, and emergency vehicle operations.  
The cost of the training program was paid for by a Federal Emergency Management Association 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Oaktree re-development of the former Atlantic Market site on Haven Street was complete, and initial 
occupancy has begun, with the Zinga Frozen Yogurt shop being the first commercial tenant. 

 

• The Pulte Home’s Reading Woods redevelopment of the former Addison Wesley (Pearson) site for 
424 condominiums has started. The first 50 unit building is complete, as are several of the 
townhouses. The second 50 unit building is now under construction. The development includes 43 
affordable housing units. 

 

• Calereso’s Farm Stand’s new building on south Main Street is complete, and the former building on 
south Main Street is now the home of Camps to Castles, a consignment shop. 

 

• Johnson Woods Phase II was approved for permits and the site is under construction. 
 

• 10 Pierce Street (former Pierce Organ Pipe Factory) is under construction for redevelopment into 8 
luxury condominiums. 

 

• The former vacant Registry of Motor Vehicles space on Salem Street has been approved for a Planet 
Fitness. 

 

• The M.F. Charles Building new tenants have been approved including Bunratty Tavern and Orange 
Leaf Frozen Yogurt. 

 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES AND JOINT VENTURES 

 

 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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• A small business assistance program was funded through a State grant called Retail Visioning. Eight 
downtown businesses were assisted with the services of a consultant that advised them on best 
practices for their individual retail businesses. 

 

• Reading hosted a forum of area representatives largely from the Planning community on Downtown 
Revitalization sponsored through the Massachusetts Downtown Initiative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Completed a master plan for Sturgis Park. 
 

• Planted 26 new trees throughout the Town. 
 

• The “Adopt a Tree” program began and half a dozen trees were paid for by residents, most in 
memory of someone. The Climate Committee operates the program through the Department of 
Public Works office. You can reach them at 781-942-6671.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The water main replacement on Haverhill Street from Batchelder Road to Wakefield Street was 
completed. Repaving and re-striping of this portion of Haverhill Street will be done in 2013. The re-
striping will include a bike lane where space allows, and a shared bike way where it does not. 

 

• Replacement of Howard Street water main from Summer Avenue to County Road. Repaving of the 
roadway to occur in 2014 following completion of sewer improvements. 

 

• Began sewer improvements and subsurface drainage installation on Whittier Road, Tennyson Road, 
and Browning Terrace. Project completion expected January 2013. 

 

• The Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (MWRA) completed the first phase of the 
improvement of the water supply to Reading by constructing a 36” water interconnection between 
South Street in Reading and North Street in Stoneham.  

 

• In addition, the MWRA has begun the design, including test borings, of the next phase of this project 
which will include a new 36” water main from South Street, along Main Street, Hopkins Street, 
Walnut Street, South Street, and West Street to tie into the existing interconnection at Mishawaum 
Road in Woburn. 

 

• The Saugus and Aberjona River Study Project engineering service contract was awarded to AECOM 
of Wakefield, MA. Final report is expected in February 2013. 

 

• The Storm Water GIS mapping and MS4 Permit Assistance project consultant - CDM of Cambridge, 
MA – began work. Conversion of all Town storm water records was completed, in progress of field 
checking data. Expected completion of mapping in late spring 2013.  

   
• The undated water distribution master plan was completed, with the intention of constructing the first 

phase of the capital improvements in FY 2014. 
 

 

IMPROVEMENTS OF PARKS AND PUBLIC PROPERTIES 

 

IMPROVEMENTS TO UTILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
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• Construction of the Safe Routes to Schools Sidewalk and Curb Project on Woburn Street, 
Washington Street, Prescott Street, and Sunnyside Avenue was completed, and sidewalk construction 
on portions of Highland Street were finished in the late fall. 

 

• The Reading Municipal Light Department (RMLD) has finished moving utility poles on the Mineral 
Street bridge in order to facilitate sidewalk snow plowing (to be complete fall/winter 2012). 

 

• The 100% design phase of the West Street project has been completed and submitted to the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MDT). 

 

• 2012 road program consisted of improvements on 28 roadways totaling 6.9 miles. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
• The Town was informed that its application to the state for capital funding for renovations and a 

modest expansion of the Reading Public Library was approved. The Town will need a debt 
exclusion vote for its $7.1 million share of the project, estimated to cost the average homeowner 
$100 per year for ten years. A special Town Meeting has been called for January 28, 2013, and if 
approved by Town Meeting, a debt exclusion question will be on the April 2 local ballot. 

 

• The Town applied to the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) for approval of a modest 
renovation project at the Killam School, to include fire sprinklers, handicapped accessibility, window 
replacement, improvements to the administrative space, and a new gym floor. While not successful in 
getting funded this year, the Town will try again in 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Town Meeting approved changes to the Demolition Delay By-Law to clarify and simplify the 
regulations and provide for appeals. 

 

• Town Meeting approved changes to the Parking By-Law to make it more flexible with added 
provisions for shared parking as well as other allowances for off-street parking to be located off site 
and in a phased manner. 

 

• Town Meeting approved a prohibition of Medical Marijuana Distribution Centers locating in 
Reading. 

 

• The Conservation Commission has conducted an exhaustive review and modification of the local 
Wetlands regulations, including simplification and clarification, and making them consistent with 
State regulations where that is desirable.  

 

• The Regional Services Agreement with City of Melrose for Public Health has completed its first full 
year, and has worked extremely well. 

  
• The Community Planning and Development Commission (CPDC) adopted “Best Practices 

Guidelines” for south Main Street to guide new development and re-development as it occurs. 
 

 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BUILDINGS 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES
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• An updated Housing Production Plan has been drafted and is expected to be filed with the State by 
the end of the year. 

 

• The use of combined public hearings for boards has been vetted and a procedure in place for 
effective utilization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The Town received grants from a number of agencies in amounts from $1,500 to $5.1 million for a 
variety of purposes, the largest being the Library Construction grant. The total grants received 
(including FEMA and 40R reimbursements) is over $7 million. 

 

• The 3 year program of improvements to infrastructure, utilizing approximately $1.7 million in one-
time revenue, including expenditures of over $1 million in additional road improvements for various 
neighborhoods. 

 

• Authorized through Town Meeting, the sale of several surplus municipally owned properties is 
proceeding. The proceeds will be used for further community Capital Improvements. 

  
• The Town finished FY2011 well, and cash reserves total over $8.2 million. 
 

• The Assessors have completed the certification of the FY2013 tax rate. This was a challenge because 
of a change in staff, and the conversion to a new software system. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The Town continues the development and use of the emergency response communications known as 
Reading Community Alerts (RCA), with increased citizen sign up for non-emergency notifications. 
Residents may sign up by going to the Town’s web site at www.readingma.gov.  

 

• Reading emergency services, DPW, and the RMLD responded to Super Storm (Hurricane) Sandy in 
October 2012. Storm related damage in Reading was minor compared to other parts of the country.  
It took approximately 1 week to clean up tree damage in Reading, and thanks to the quality of our 
electric service through the RMLD, power outages were minor and of short duration.  

 

• The Town of Reading received a payment of $20,779.07 from FEMA to reimburse the Town for 
eligible costs for all Town Departments and Facilities for the response and cleanup due to Tropical 
Storm Irene. 

 

• The Town of Reading received reimbursement from FEMA for expenses related to the Halloween 
2011 snowstorm in the amounts of $40,524 for the Town, and $306,545 for the RMLD. 

 
 
 

 

 

FINANCES AND GRANTS 

 

 

RESPONSE TO EMERGENCIES 

 

WHAT IS COMING UP IN 2013? 
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• Work at the Reading Woods-Pulte Homes redevelopment of the former Addison Wesley (Pearson) 

site will continue at a pace to keep up with demand. 
 

• We hope to see activity on the redevelopment and historic renovation of the former M.F. Charles 
building – all permits have been approved by the Town. 

 

• We still anticipate the long awaited start of construction on the former Tux Shop (south Main Street) 
for use as Perfecto’s Café. All Town approvals have been in place for over 2 1/2 years. 

 

• Enhanced signage at the Gateway entrance into Reading from Stoneham will be installed with a grant 
from Pulte Homes. 

 

• The design of the Hopkins/Main Streets traffic signal will be undertaken by MADOT. 
 

• DPW garage site improvements will be started, including drainage and required storm water 
improvement work. 

 

• The next stages of the DPW facility program improvements will begin, including cemetery garage 
design and the vehicle maintenance improvement plan. 

 

• The Town will continue parks/playground master planning and improvements, with improvements 
anticipated at Washington Park entrance (Dunkin Donuts grant), and the playground at Sturges Park. 

 
• The Town will construct the Lewis Street, Howard Street, and Charles Street sewer lining project, 

and the improvements to the Poet’s Corner sewer system. 
 

• The Howard Street drainage swale, Castine Field drainage swale cleaning (pending conservation 
approval), and several other localized drainage projects will be completed. 

 

• Auburn Street water tank design, repainting and structural improvements will be undertaken. 
 

• The continuation of the annual Road Resurfacing Program, including reconstruction of “Poet’s 
Corner (Whittier, Tennyson, Tennyson Circle, Browning, and Wadsworth), will be undertaken.  The 
Town’s normal appropriation, State Chapter 90 funds, and additional one time revenues will be 
devoted to roads this coming year, totaling well over $1 million. 

 

• Sidewalk and Curb construction at various locations will be completed. 
 

• Tax assessment revaluation and re-inspection of approximately 3,600 properties will be undertaken 
in 2013. This work must all be completed by November 2013 in order to set the FY2014 tax rate. 

 
It will be a busy year in Reading in 2013.  Keep up with community events via local media, the Town web 
site at www.readingma.gov, watching the many public meetings on RCTV, and through Your Community 
Connection. 
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T o w n  o f  R e a d i n g  
 

 
 

Annual Town Census 
 

Will be mailed to every household in mid January 
 
 

2013 Dog Licenses 
 

Available starting January 1, all dogs six months 
and older must be licensed by March 31. 

 
 

Special Town Meeting 
 

Meeting scheduled for January 28. 
 
 

Town’s Website 
 

Will have a new look in late February/early March. Stay tuned! 
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Congratulations Reading! 

 

 
 
On Tuesday, November 13th, the Town of Reading was awarded the MassRecycle Municipal Recycling 
Award for its Rubbish and Recycling program. Each year, MassRecycle, a statewide nonprofit, recognizes a 
community for its innovation and leadership in areas that focus on increased recycling and waste reduction. 
Reading’s program, rolled out in October 2010, was successful due to a combined effort by town residents, 
the Board of Selectmen, the Town Manager, the Department of Public Works, Reading Climate Committee, 
Reading School Department, and JRM (our vendor). 
 
It has enabled the Town to meet its goals of reducing trash, increasing recycling, and improving customer 
service. The new program has saved thousands of dollars for Reading residents by eliminating fees for bulk 
items, and reducing them for TV and CRT disposal. It has created additional recycling opportunities and a 
greater awareness of the benefits of recycling for both the community and the environment. In the first year 
of the program, the Town saved over $92K in disposal cost avoidance, reduced its contract fees nearly 10%, 
and increased recycling by 40%. Importantly, Reading has been able to share the successes of our program 
with other municipalities, who have benefited from similar savings in reduced disposal, increased recycling, 
and improved customer service by following our lead. And as more than one resident has expressed “We 
love our rubbish and recycling program!” 
 
Town Manager Peter Hechenbleikner credited residents of the community, the Board of Selectmen, and 
Town staff – particularly DPW Director Jeff Zager, DPW Business Manager Jane Kinsella, DPW 
Administrative Assistant Michael O’Halloran, and DPW Highway Supervisor Mike DeBrigard for the 
success of the program. He also noted that JRM, the Town’s rubbish hauler and recycler, was a vital partner 
in the success of the program. “It’s not often in municipal service that you have the ability to partner with the 
community and a contractor to deliver an enhanced level of excellent quality service at a lower cost, while 
meeting strong environmental and community objectives. Rolling out the program was a challenge but we 
all stuck with it and have a great result.” 
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Ask the Town Manager 
 January 7 ~ February 4 
               March 4 
 

      Comcast Channel 22  
       Verizon Channel 33 
                   7:00 PM 
 

Do you have a question for 
Peter Hechenbleikner, 
Reading’s Town Manager? 
 
Call 781-944-8888 during the live show and speak 
directly to him! 

 

READING MATTERS...  
 

The Reading Board of Selectmen 
 

You can contact the Board by phone, email at 
selectmen@ci.reading.ma.us, attendance at 
meetings, and the monthly office hours held at 
6:30 PM on the first Meeting of the month. 
 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN OFFICE HOURS: 
 

January 8 – February 12– March 12 
 

6:30 PM to 7:00 PM 
Town Hall Conference Room 

 
 
 

WE WANT YOU! 
 

Vacancies ON Boards, Committees & Commissions as of 12/12/12 
 

Community Services 
Conservation Commission – (2 year term) 1 member 

Zoning Board of Appeals - (2 year term) 1 member (Associate) 
 

Legislation 
Bylaw Committee – (2 year term) 1 member 

 

Call the Town Manager’s office at 781-942-6643 for more information 

                                     
                      Reading Response Program 

 
                   The Reading Response Program provides assistance to Reading residents  
                            with Home Health services, transportation to medical appointments and paying 
for hospital services. The program is funded by the investment income on the hospital funds. Financial 
guidelines do apply, with a sliding scale of co-pays for varying income levels. This is intended to be a 
supplemental program providing medically necessary assistance that is not covered under Medicare or private 
health insurance. For more information, please contact Elder/Human Services at 781-942-6608 or Nancy 
Heffernan, Treasurer/Collector, at 781-942-6634.   
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      Electronic Payments – Water/Sewer/Storm Water Bills 
           Real Estate/Personal Property Taxes 
 
 
 
Water/Sewer/Storm Water bills were mailed on December 10 and must be paid by 7:00 PM on January 15 in order to 
receive the 10% discount. Payments not received by January 31 accrue interest daily at an annual rate of 14% until 
payment is received. Postmarks are not accepted. The white mail box in the parking lot will be emptied at 7:00 PM on 
January 15 with no exceptions allowed so please plan ahead. The next bills will be mailed on March 10. 
 

The first installment of the FY13 Actual Real Estate/Personal Property tax bills will be in the mail by December 31. 
Payment is due by February 1. The tax rate approved by the Department of Revenue for FY13 is $14.94. These bills 
reflect all payments made on the preliminary bills and any exemptions/abatements that were granted by December 15, 
2012. The deadline to apply for abatements is February 1, the same as the bill due date. The deadline to apply for an 
exemption is 90 days from the date of mailing. 
 

The final installment of the FY13 Actual Real Estate/Personal Property tax bills will be mailed in late March. Payment is 
due by May 1. The state mandated interest rate is 14% for late payments. Payments not received by the due dates are 
subject to interest and demand fees. The demand fee increased from $5 to $25 as of January 1, 2009 by vote of Town 
Meeting. 
 

Excise bills for vehicles registered or garaged in Reading as of December 31 will be mailed in late January or early 
February. These bills are due 30 days from the date they are mailed. Please watch for your bills. 
 

If you’re using an on-line bill payment service through your bank, please be sure that you allow plenty of time for your 
bank to mail a check to our office. Most banks require 7 – 10 business days to guarantee on-time payment. Also, please 
check that you have the proper bill number or account number referenced on your payment. Bill numbers change each 
cycle and are often not updated on your on-line bill payment checks. 
 

We do not receive electronic payments from your bank unless you use the link from our website. If you choose to use 
this link, you may pay up until the due date and your payment will be considered timely. 

 

 
“Taking Root for 

The Future” 
Reading is proud to promote its “Taking Root for the Future” tree-planting 
program. Residents and businesses may sponsor the planting of a tree on 
Reading’s public ways and within public property at the cost of $300, which will 
be commemorated on a plaque in the Town Hall, and on the Town of Reading’s 
website. Reasons for sponsoring a tree can vary from celebrating a birth or in 
memory of a loved one, graduations, weddings or the contribution of a scout 
troop or business. Whatever the sponsor’s motivation, the benefit will remain the 
same. The trees will benefit our community for generations. 
 
Reading’s publicly owned trees are a capital asset, and just as much a part of the 
community’s infrastructure as streets, sidewalks, public buildings and recreational 
facilities. Reading’s roadway shade trees, and collectively all public area and 
forest trees, continually benefit the town by working for all of us to improve our 
environment and quality of life.  
 
Join Reading’s “Taking Root for the Future” campaign by sponsoring the planting 
of a shade tree. Your sponsorship will be a gift that will last for generations to 
come. Our community trees add a beautiful canopy of warm greens in the 
summer and vibrant colors in the fall, all the while vigilantly protecting our 
sustainability.  

For more information call 
Public Works Department 

781-942-9077 
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Christmas Tree Recycling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Options for Recycling Christmas Trees: 
 

- Saturday, January 19, residents may take their trees 
to the Compost Center on Strout Avenue from 8:00 
AM to 2:30 PM (leaves and branches will also be 
accepted at this time). 
 
- Week of January 14 to 18 the contractor will 
collect Christmas trees curbside on your regular 
rubbish collection day. All decorations, including 
tinsel, must be removed from the trees. Trees in 
plastic bags or not completely cleaned of this 
material will not be picked up or accepted at the 
Compost Center. 
 
Please note: to use the Compost Area you will 
need a 2013 Community Access Sticker. For more 
information regarding this sticker, contact the Police 
Station. 

 

Snow & Ice Removal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With winter weather here, the Department of Public 
Works would like to remind residents that their 
cooperation is needed to keep our streets clear and 
safe. 
 
The Town of Reading’s General Bylaws prohibit 
depositing snow or ice on a portion of any street or 
sidewalk that has been plowed or cleared for travel. 
Violation of this General Bylaw is punishable by a 
fine of up to $300. 
 
The owner of the property is responsible for the 
violation, even if it was done by a contractor hired 
by the owner or tenant of the property. 
 
 
Let’s all help to keep Reading safe during the 
winter months! 
 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Church 
will be collecting non-working 

Christmas light strings for recycling 
 

 
 

Light strings can be left on the porch of  
Loring House ~ 211 Summer Avenue 
(the blue house next to the parking lot) 

Through January 6 
Please remove large light bulbs 
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KURCHIAN WOODS BOARDWALK IS COMPLETE! 
 

Have you taken a walk in Kurchian Woods recently?  Do you know where Kurchian Woods is?  Some dedicated, 
hard-working trail volunteers know.  They recently completed a project in the Kurchian Woods – a 380 foot long 
boardwalk that connects the trailhead off of Franklin Street to a new section of trail (emblazoned with yellow markers) 
over wetlands.  The new boardwalk replaces an old, deteriorating one and connects to a new section of trail that has a 
gentler incline.   The work was done by volunteers from the Reading community along with members of the Reading 
Trails Committee.  Reading DPW and RMLD helped with the project as well.  In all, over 500 hours of time was 
volunteered.  The project was funded by a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation. 
 Kurchian Woods also has entrances off Pondview Lane and Fairchild Drive.  Several loop trails and all three entrance 
trails are blazed and maps are available online.  Check out this lovely conservation area. The Reading Trails 
Committee has a number of other trail projects in the planning stages.  If you would like to become involved in future 
trails projects, please contact the: 
 

Reading Trails Committee at ReadingTrails@ci.reading.ma.us 
More information at http://www.ci.reading.ma.us/Pages/ReadingMA_VolConTrails/index 

Printable trail maps are located at http://www.ci.reading.ma.us/Pages/ReadingMA_GIS/trailmaplibrary 

Holiday Recycling Guide 
 
 
 

 
The Holiday season is upon us. With the Town’s trash 
limits, we would like to offer some helpful hints of what 
to recycle this holiday season. 
 
Cardboard:  Please recycle all of your cardboard boxes.  
Flatten and either fold or cut to a size not larger than 4 
feet by 4 feet.  You may bundle cardboard, put it in a 
paper bag, place it under your recycling bin, or place it 
standing in or between recycling bins.   
 
Gift Boxes and Wrapping Paper: Please recycle all 
wrapping paper, tissue paper, and gift boxes.  No need to 
flatten or fold, but it must be contained.  Treat like any 
other paper, put in paper bags or place in your paper bin.  
Tape is OK, but no ribbons please. 
 
Holiday Cards and Calendars:  Holiday cards 
(including envelopes and gift tags) and calendars can be 
recycled with your paper.   

 

 

Check our online 
calendar for all our 
exciting upcoming 

winter events. 
www.readingpl.org 

Open 
Sundays  

2-5 
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IT’S COOKIE TIME FOR THE GIRL SCOUTS!  

 
 

The Reading Girl Scouts are excited to again be selling Girl Scout cookies. The 
sale runs from December 7 though March 9 and features 8 delicious varieties of 
cookies. Everybody likes cookies and they taste great but remember these cookies 
also do good. Cookies are $4 a box and help support local Girl Scout programs, as 
well as teach girls to be leaders, set goals, learn money management and develop 
marketing skills. If you are interested in purchasing Girl Scout Cookies, either for 
yourself or as a charitable donation, please contact Town Cookie Manager 
Heather Oliver at 781-944-5295 or hpoliver@gmail.com or visit us at 
www.readinggirlscouts.org. 
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Save the Steeple Bell Tower! 
 

 
                 
                The Steeple today…                                                       Without restoration… 

 

Please consider a tax-deductible donation to the Reading Steeple & Bell Tower 
Preservation Fund. Go to www.readingsteeple.org to learn more about the project and 
how you can help. 
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Christian Cooperative Preschool (CCP) 

 
Open House & Registration for the 2013-2014 school year 

Tuesday, January 24th ~ 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Come see the classrooms, meet the teachers, and speak with some 

of the parents of our currently enrolled children. 
For more information, call (781) 944-0612 or visit ChristianCooperativePreschool.org 

CCP is located at Old South Church, 6 Salem Street, at the head of the town common 
Now enrolling Ages 6 weeks through 5 years 
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Our family invites your family to participate 
 in Winter  activities at 

   

   Old South Church 
    in Reading Center 

 

Please check www.oldsouthumc.org for 
  worship, youth, mission & holiday activities 

    or call 781.944.AMEN (2636) for details 
 

 

      First Congregational Church of Reading,  
                  United Church of Christ 
 

                           Come and join us. 
                            All are welcome. 
 

                 Sunday Services 10:00 AM 
 

  25 Woburn Street - Reading, MA – 781.944.0205 
 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
 

  A warm and welcoming Episcopal Church 
 

 Sunday Services: 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM 
 

    95 Woburn Street ~ Reading ~ 781.944.1572 
 

           www.goodshepherd-reading.org 

 

First Baptist Church of Reading 
 

45 Woburn Street ~ Reading 
 

781.944.3876 
 

www.fbcreading.org ~ office@fbcreading.org 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 
 

Your Community Connection! 
 

Would you like to have this free newsletter delivered 
directly to your email address? Just send an email to 
mknight@ci.reading.ma.us and you will be added to 
the automatic delivery! We also post the newsletter 
on the Town website at www.readingma.gov and 
print a limited number of copies available for pick-
up at the library, senior center and Town Hall.  

 

IS SOMETHING MISSING 
IN THIS NEWSLETTER? 
 
Maybe it’s your group or organization’s 
events! If you are holding an event that the 
general public is invited to, it may be eligible 
for insertion in Your Community Connection! 
For more information email: 
mknight@ci.reading.ma.us 

 

 

 

    

Newcomers and Neighbors Club of Reading 
Where neighbors become friends 

 

 
 
Whether you are a "Newcomer" who has recently moved to Reading or are "Neighbor" who has been here for a while, 
the Club offers great opportunities to have fun while making new friends and becoming involved in the town. We offer 
monthly interest groups including Family Fun, Ladies Only, Men only, Couples Social and Book Review. Been away 
from Newcomers for a while? Check us out… we’ve expanded our family and adult events! 
 

For more information and to learn how to join, log on to www.newcomersandneighbors.com 

 

The Mom’s Club of Reading 

 
 

If you are a Reading mom, looking for a great way to 
meet other moms in Reading, while helping your 
children make new friends…come join us at the 
MOMS Club® of Reading, MA! 
 

We're excited to announce our members who are 
Certified and Licensed radKIDS Instructors will start 
teaching radKIDS this winter! Classes email us at 
info@readingmomsclub for information on class dates 
and times or visit our website at 
www.readingmomsclub.com 
 

At last count, we have 24 Babies, 22 Toddlers, 24 
Preschoolers, and 27 Grade-schoolers living in 
Reading!   

www.readingmomsclub.org 

 Looking for something fun to do? 
Interested in meeting other families? 

 

Check out Connect The Tots! 
 

Playgroups ~ Park Outings 
Museum Trips ~ Art Classes 

Firehouse Tours ~ Mom’s Night Out 
And more! 

 
Join for only $25 a year! 

 
www.ConnectTheTots.org 
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Reading Memorial High School 

Band and Color Guard 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        

The music moves indoors during our Winter season. The Marching Band becomes the Concert Band and the 
Color Guard becomes the Winter Color Guard.  
 
In January 
January 25 - COFFEE HOUSE #1 - 7:00 PM at the RMHS Cafeteria 
Student bands get a chance to perform in a casual setting 
 
In February 
February 2 – YARD SALE - 8:00 AM at the RMHS Cafeteria 
February 5 - COFFEE HOUSE #2 - 7:00 PM at the RMHS Cafeteria 
More Student bands get a chance to perform in an even more casual setting 
 
February 9 – WINTER GUARD SHOW - Connecticut Regional Show 
February 16 – WINTER GUARD SHOW - Salem High School 
February 23 – WINTER GUARD SHOW - TBD High School 
 
In March 
March 1 – NESBA JAZZ FESTIVAL  
March 22 – NEW ORLEANS NIGHT - 7:00 PM - RMHS Main Street and Auditorium 
March 23 – WINTER GUARD SHOW - Mansfield High School 
March 30 – WINTER GUARD SHOW - Melrose High School 
 
The Stage Band, Jazz Ensemble and Winter Percussion have been practicing for months and now will be 
playing in various competitions. See our website www.rhms-bpo.org for listing of all of the winter shows and 
competitions. 
 
Interested in hearing more????  Come to a meeting. 
January 28 – February 25 – March 18 – all at 7:00 pm in the first floor Band Room at RMHS 
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January Activities at the Senior Center  

   
 

Reading Senior Center ~ 49 Pleasant Street ~ Reading, MA 
To make reservations call 781-942-6794 between 9:00 and 4:00 PM Monday - Friday 

 
 

Blood Pressure 
2nd Friday of every month - 10:15 – 11:15 AM 
4th Thursday of every month – 11:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 
 
Open Bereavement Support Group 
Wednesday, January 2 & 16 - 1:30 - 3:00 PM - Lounge. The program will be sponsored by the VNA of 
Middlesex East; facilitated by Irma Meuse, SP, and L.I.C.S.W. Registration is required – Call: Suzie Yoffe, 
Bereavement Coordinator, VNA of  Middlesex East, 781-224-3399    
 
Brain Yoga 
Tuesdays, January 15th – February 19th, 6 weeks for $20 - 11:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. Drop-in’s are welcome 
$4.00 per class. Brain Yoga uses different activities to stretch our brains, and changes stiffness into 
relaxation. Stretch your brain by participating in some fun brain exercises.   
 
Computer Class with Dick Svirsky 
Every Tuesday 9:00 - 10:00 AM, learn to use email, send pictures, or use the internet to look up your 
ancestors, medical conditions, vacation spots, news, anything. And it’s all FREE too!  
 
Computer Class 
Wednesdays with John Walsh, 10:00 – 11:00 AM - learn to use email, send pictures, or use the internet to 
look up your ancestors, medical conditions, vacation spots, news, anything. And it’s all FREE too! We have 
WIFI so bring your own laptop if you want. 
 
Winter Special Lunch 
Wednesday, January 9 - 12:00 Noon Lunch, Entertainer Jim Barrineau, singer/guitar player 12:30 - 1:15 PM 
 
Art Lessons with Steve Greco 
Tuesdays starting January 8 – 9:30 AM – 12:00 Noon. 2 ½ hours for $10.00 - minimum of five students for 
the class; Steve will teach any medium.  
 
Massachusetts Senior Medicare Patrol Program - Thursday, January 10 - 10:15 – 11:15 AM – Lounge.   
Empowering seniors to Prevent Healthcare Fraud. Learn the best practices of how to Protect, Detect and 
Report healthcare error, fraud and abuse.  

 

JANUARY        
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Birthday Lunch  
January 14 noon - Come celebrate your birthday. If it is the month of your birthday, you will receive a free 
gift and your lunch is free. Bring your friends to celebrate with you – suggested donation for lunch if not 
your birthday month is $2.00 
 
S.H.I.N.E. Counseling – (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) 
Meeting in the Computer Room - January 18 - 10:00 AM. - 1:00 PM. Call for an appointment at 
781.942.6659 
 
Solving Computer Aggravations 
Thursday, January 24, 10:00 AM. Miklos Jako will give a 1-hour presentation on solving computer 
aggravations. He will cover about 20 of the most common computer aggravations that normal, non-geek, 
people experience – waiting for the computer to boot up, not being able to find a file, spending too much 
money on ink cartridges, dealing with pointer, shading, spelling, space problems, etc., etc. Come with your 
questions. 
 
Movie Day – The Help 
Monday, January 28, 12:45 PM - The Help – 2011 - PG-13 - 146 minutes  
In 1960s Jackson, Mississippi, aspiring writer Eugenia Phelan crosses taboo racial lines by conversing with 
Aibileen Clark about her life as a housekeeper. Their ensuing friendship upsets the fragile dynamic between 
the haves and the have-nots. When other long-silent black servants begin opening up to Eugenia, the 
disapproving conservative Southern town soon gets swept up in the turbulence of changing times. 
 
 

Walkable Reading’s New Year’s Resolution Walk 
 

         
 

Saturday, January 5 ~ 1:00 PM 
 

Have you made your New Year’s resolutions yet?  Walkable Reading 
hopes that one of them will be to walk more.  Yes, even in the winter. 
Bundle up and get out there.  Enjoy Reading’s neighborhoods and open 
spaces.   
 
To help you get started, Walkable Reading invites you to join us for a 
walk at the Bare Meadow Conservation Area. Meet at the Mattera Cabin 
at 1481 Main Street.  We will take a walk through the woods and then 
head back to the cabin to warm up with some hot chocolate. If there is 
snow, plan to strap on your snowshoes or cross-country skis!   
 
Since parking is limited, please consider car-pooling to the event. There is parking at the cabin, and also at 
the entrance to Bare Meadow on Pearl Street.  Check Walkable Reading’s Facebook page for details. If you 
have questions, contact us at walkablereading@comcast.net 
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Acting for Adults in 
Partnership with Stoneham Theatre 

 

Now even adults can explore and study the craft of acting! This fun and 
supportive class includes theatre games, awareness and sensitivity exercises, 
monologues and scene work. The focus of the work will be based on The 
Stanislavski System, a progression of techniques used to train actors to draw 
believable emotions to their performances. Instructor is Kelly Walsh, 
Executive Director of The Fairy Tale Players. Final projects will be critiqued 
by Weylin Symes, Artistic Director of The Stoneham Theatre.Pre-registration 
is required. Class dates: 8 Mondays, 6:30-8:00 PM, Jan. 7th – March 11. 
Tuition is only $144. Seniors may take a 10% discount. Register by calling 
Creative Arts at 781.942.9600 or emailing office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org.  
 

 

Daytime Art Studio for Adults 
 

Break out your paints, pencils, pastels or colored pencils! This is the perfect opportunity to brush off your art skills 
and possibly learn a few new things in a fun, supportive environment. This Daytime Art Studio will be led by 
Instructor Dennis Hart, a professional oil painter, illustrator and graphic designer. Students can bring their medium 
of choice to draw or paint from a still life or photo. Weekly class critiques will provide valuable feedback and 
encouragement to continue on. 
 

Pre-registration is required. Class dates: Wednesdays, 10 AM - Noon, Jan. 9 - Feb. 13. Tuition is only $144. 
Seniors may take a 10% discount. Register by calling CREATIVE ARTS at 781.942.9600 or emailing 
office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org.  

 

 

 

Reading Community Singers 
www.readingcommunitysingers.org 

 
RCS will begin rehearsals for our 2013 spring concert on Tuesday evening, 
January 8th.  Rehearsals are from 7:30 to 9:30 PM at the Old South United 
Methodist Church. January rehearsals are open to all.  RCS is a multi-
generation chorus with over 60 members. All interested singers who can 
match pitch and carry a tune are welcome.  
Our Spring Concert will be on Saturday evening, May 4th at 7:30 PM.   

DINE FOR A CAUSE AT ZINGA FROZEN YOGURT ~ 50 HAVEN STREET 
January 9 ~ 4:00 to 8:00 PM 

Indulge your sweet tooth and help raise money for EMARC Recreation at Zinga Frozen Yogurt! Come in to 
Zinga with our coupon (see theemarc.org/newsandevents) between 4:00 to 8:00 PM and 10% of your check will 
be donated directly to EMARC! 
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                    READING ART ASSOCIATION 
 
   January 9, 2013 
   Randy Knowles – Pastel Cityscape 
 

   February 13, 2013 
   Caleb Stone – Oil Landscape 
 

   March 13, 2013 
   Nella Lush – Oil Abstract 

 

     www.readingart.org  

 

PARKINSON’S DISEASE SUPPORT GROUP 
 

The Reading Elder Services is hosting a monthly Parkinson Support group for patients and families. All are 
welcome. Starting on Wednesday, January 9, the group will run from 1:30 - 3:00 PM and will meet on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month at the Senior Center. The group will discuss thoughts and issues related to Parkinson 
Disease. The group will welcome those with neurological diseases as well. We provide support and information. The 
group is led by Michelle Caron RN with Greater Medford VNA. For more info please visit www.APDA.org  or 
contact Reading Senior Center at 781-942-6794. 

 

Burbank YMCA presents…. 
 

Healthy Shopping on a Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 10 ~ 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
 

We’ll show you how to confidently take charge of your health one meal at a time. Learn 
what to buy and where and welcome nutritious and satisfying food back into your life! 
Learn how good nutrition will make a dramatic impact on your health. Free for members, 
$10 for non-members. Sign up at the Welcome Center Desk. 
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“Austin’s Got Talent” Show 
 

Saturday ~ January 17 ~ 7:00 PM ~ Multi Purpose Facility 
 

Free and Open to the Public! 
Singers, Musicians, Poets, Actors! 

 
Austin Prep ~ 101 Willow Street ~ Reading 

 

 

 

Reading Youth Baseball Registration 
 

Meet and Greet January 12, 2013 

Registration is opening for the Reading Youth Baseball (RYB) 2013 Spring season. Parents can register 
any interested players between the ages of 7 and 12 (as of April 30, 2013) at 
www.readingyouthbaseball.com. Early registration, with a discount, runs through December 31, 2012. 
Early registration fees are $150 per player for ages 8-12 and $85 for 7-year-olds, with a maximum of 
$215 per family.   
 
Late registration runs from January 1 – January 31, 2013. Late registration fees are $200 per player for 
ages 8-12 and $135 for 7-year-olds, with a maximum of $315 per family. Registration will remain open 
after February 1, 2013, but space is limited and placement on a team cannot be guaranteed for those who 
register on or after that date. Players who sign up late and cannot be assigned to a team will be placed on 
a waiting list. 
 
Reading Youth Baseball will hold a Meet and Greet session on Saturday, January 12 at the Senior Center 
conference room from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Please come by to meet board members, have your 
questions answered and register in person for the 2013 season. 
 
Finally, RYB is seeking adult volunteers to serve as team parents, managers, assistant coaches and other 
supportive roles during the 2013 season. Anyone who is interested in serving as a volunteer is asked to 
indicate that on their registration or to contact Reading Youth Baseball Commissioner Andrew Fotino at 
ajf52868@hotmail.com. 
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Burbank YMCA Presents… 
 

                
 

Friday ~ January 8 ~ 7:00 PM 
 

Enjoy a movie on the Burbank YMCA big screen in the gymnasium. Free for all! Sign up at 
the Welcome Desk. 

 

The Reading Symphony Orchestra 
 

CHILDREN’S CONCERT 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 ~ 2:00 PM 
 

 
 
 

Parker Middle School 
 

Tickets at the Door: Adults $15, Seniors and Students $10, Children 12 and Under Free 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
in moments of comfort and convenience, but where 
he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

 

Martin Luther King 
Day Celebration 

 
Monday ~ January 21 

Reading Memorial High School 
 

Continental Breakfast served at 9:00 AM
All welcome to attend 
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Creative Arts presents a 
 

Wine & Beer Tasting 
 

 
 
Taste fine wine and craft beers while enjoying dishes from local restaurants, listening to 
live music, and viewing artwork. A great night out with friends and an opportunity to meet 
new ones! 
 

Call CREATIVE ARTS at 781.942.9600 to get tickets to this Saturday, January 26 
fundraiser. Special thanks to The Wine Bunker for sponsoring and hosting this great event 
that has become an annual tradition. 

 

The Reading Senior Center presents… 
 

Brown Bag Medication & Lunch Event  
 

                              
 
Bring in your expired /discontinued medications in a bag (zip lock bag preferred) to have them disposed 
of, in an earth friendly way, with the assistance of the Reading Coalition Against Substance Abuse 
(RCASA). Stay if you would like for a brown bag lunch and discussion about medication safety, drug 
interactions with prescriptions, and over the counter drugs. Pharmacists from the Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy will be presenting the topic of medication safety as well as being available for private 
consultations to discuss your personal medications and potential interactions. Enjoy your bag lunch after 
the presentation while you wait for your consult. Please note: lunches will be given to only those who 
register in advance by Jan 18. Call Dianne Luther, Nurse Advocate at 781-608-5271. 

 
Registration Required! 
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The Friends of Library 
Music Series presents 

Juanito Pascual 
Flamenco Guitarist 

Sunday ~ January 27 ~ 3:00 PM ~ Library Meeting Room 
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February Activities at the Senior Center  
 

   
 

 
Reading Senior Center ~ 49 Pleasant Street ~ Reading, MA 

To make reservations call 781-942-6794 between 9:00 and 4:00 PM Monday – Friday 
 
 

Blood Pressure 
2nd Friday of every month - 10:15 - 11:15 AM 
4th Thursday of every month - 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon 
 
Open Bereavement Support Group 
Wednesday, February 6 & 20 - 1:30 to 3:00 PM - Lounge. The program will be sponsored by the VNA of 
Middlesex East; facilitated by Irma Meuse, SP, and L.I.C.S.W. Registration is required – Call: Suzie Yoffe, 
Bereavement Coordinator, VNA of  Middlesex East, 781-224-3399   
 
Computer Class with Dick Svirsky 
Every Tuesday 9:00 - 10:00 AM. Learn to use email, send pictures, or use the internet to look up your 
ancestors, medical conditions, vacation spots, news, anything. And it’s all FREE too!  
 
Computer Class 
Wednesdays with John Walsh 10:00 – 11:00 AM. Learn to use email, send pictures, or use the internet to 
look up your ancestors, medical conditions, vacation spots, news, anything. And it’s all FREE too! We have 
WIFI so bring your own laptop if you want. 
 
Art Lessons with Steve Greco 
Tuesdays - 9:30 AM – 12:00 Noon. 2 ½ hours for $10.00, minimum of five students for the class. Steve will 
teach any medium. 
 
Brain Yoga 
Tuesdays – last class February 19. 11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon. Drop-ins welcome - $4.00 per class. Brain Yoga 
uses different activities to stretch our brains, and changes stiffness into relaxation. Stretch your brain by 
participating in some fun brain exercises. 
   
Birthday Lunch 
February 11. Come celebrate your birthday – if it is the month of your birthday you will receive a free gift 
and your lunch is free.  Bring your friends to celebrate with you – suggested donation for lunch if not your 
birthday month is $2.00. 
 

 

FEBRUARY        
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Valentine’s Day Lunch with Entertainment  
February 14, 12 Noon, featuring Denise Doucette singer guitar player. Suggested donation for lunch is 
$2.00. 
 
S.H.I.N.E. Counseling – (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) 
Friday, February 15, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Meeting in the Computer Room. Call for an appointment at 
781.942.6659. 
 
Movie Day – War Horse 
Monday, February 25, 12:45 PM.  Movie: War Horse - 2011 - PG-13 - 146 minutes. Adapted from a novel 
by Michael Morpurgo, this majestic World War I drama centers on Devon lad Albert and his steadfast horse 
Joey whose faithful bond cannot be shaken -- even when Joey is sold to the cavalry and sent off to France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Austin Preparatory School 

Presents a Solo Show by Senior 
 

Brendan Sullivan’s 
work from a trip to the Rain Forest 

 
Friday, February 1 ~ 7:00 PM 

Murphy Art Gallery ~ First Floor 
Free Admission 

 
 

Burbank YMCA 
 

SSuuppeerrbboowwll  PPaarrttyy  
  

Are you ready for some football? 
 

Sunday, February 3 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 
Be part of the pre-game party with football contests, 
games, prizes, and so much more! Football fun for the 
entire family. Family members free, Kids Pass and 
Youth Members $5/per family, $10 for non-members. 
Sign up at the Welcome Desk. 
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Jewelry Making Workshop 
 

Grab your girlfriends for a fun night out making jewelry without the kids! Learn how to use rubber stamps, style 
stones and beads to make one-of-a-kind pieces.  
 

This evening workshop for adults is sure to be the place to be on Thursday, February 7th! Join us from 7-8:30pm and 
walk away with some new jewelry and some new friends. Workshop fee is only $30 and includes all materials. Led by 
artist Virginia (“Gin”) Wadland. 
 

Pre-registration is required in order to guarantee your slot and ensure enough materials are available. Call CREATIVE 
ARTS at 781.942.9600 or email: office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org. 
 
February Vacation Theatre Camp 
 

You don't have to travel far for the kids to have fun this February vacation! Let them create their own adventures at 
CREATIVE ARTS' February Vacation Week Camp, February 18-22. Students will make Kipling's “Just So Stories” 
come to life with a week of theatre fun culminating in a performance for friends and family.  
 

From the writer of “The Jungle Book”, Kipling's “Just So Stories” is a dramatic and entertaining group of stories 
about how the Camel got his hump, how the Elephant got his nose, how the Whale got his spout, and other richly 
woven tales that come to life in this engaging full-length play. Mr. & Mrs. Kipling and their two bubbly yet 
unpretentious daughters serve as narrators. The story weaves from several animal tales to the final human one, how 
man...or in the this case an enterprising young girl!...wrote the first letter. 
 

Dates: Monday-Friday, February 18-22, 8:30am-5:30pm; Performance Fri, Feb 22 at 6pm ~Ages: 6-16; Tuition: $325 
Location: Union Congregational Church in North Reading ~ Instructor: Kelly Walsh 
 

Pre-registration required by February 4 in order to guarantee a slot. Call CREATIVE ARTS at 781.942.9600 or email: 
office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org. 
 
Mask Making Workshop – Ages 8-16 
 

Spend a day during February vacation learning the process that goes into casting their own masks in latex, following 
which each will have a chance to decorate, personalize, and keep their own! This day-long workshop starts with 
planning and design and progresses to execution built around simple rubber masks.  
 

Pre-registration required by February 4 in order to guarantee a slot. Tuition is only $65 for this 4 hour workshop 
(10am-2pm) for ages 8-16. Call CREATIVE ARTS at 781.942.9600 or email: office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org. 
 
Jewelry Making Workshop 
 

Grab your girlfriends for a fun night out making jewelry without the kids! Learn how to use rubber stamps, style 
stones and beads to make one-of-a-kind pieces.  
 

This evening workshop for adults is sure to be the place to be on Thursday, February 7! Join us from 7-8:30pm and 
walk away with some new jewelry and some new friends. Workshop fee is only $30 and includes all materials. Led by 
artist Virginia (“Gin”) Wadland. 
 

Pre-registration is required in order to guarantee your slot and ensure enough materials are available. Call CREATIVE 
ARTS at 781.942.9600 or email: office@WeTeachCreativeArts.org. 

  

Sign up for February Activities 
at Creative Arts! 
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Reading Memorial High School 
Drama Department presents… 

 

The Insanity of Mary Girard 
 

February 8 & 9 ~ 7:30 PM 
February 10 ~ 3:00 PM 

 
Tickets can be purchased at 

Ticketstage.com or 
rmhstickets@yahoo.com 
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8 The Play – A Staged Reading by Dustin Lance Black 
Directed by Chip Sheeran 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2013 at 7 PM at the QP Playhouse 
For one night only, the Quannapowitt Players take you behind the closed 
courtroom doors of the federal case over Proposition 8 in California. “8” 
gets beyond the hype and the sound bites to present the legal arguments 
and witness statements from both sides, based on the actual transcripts of 
the case. The staged reading features 20 of the area’s finest actors, and 
will be followed by a facilitated discussion. 
SUGGESTED DONATION OF $10 
 
To see more on 8 The Play please see Broadway Impact and The 
American Foundation for Equal Rights or go to this webpage 
http://www.8theplay.com/about-8/ 
 
 
 

Newcomers & Neighbors Present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Children’s Concert! 
 

Wednesday ~ February 20 ~ 10:00 AM ~ RMHS Performing Arts Center 
 

Advanced tickets are $6 per person or $8 at the door. 
Invite your friends!  This event is open to the public. 

For more ticket info call Kerry at 781-942-0151 or kerrymullen2@hotmail.com 
or Joanne at 781-942-1066 or thecahills@comcast.net 

Group Sales Welcome! 
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News from Heaven 
 
ON SALE JANUARY 29, 2013  
 
In ten interconnected short stories, Jennifer Haigh returns to the vividly imagined world of Bakerton, 
Pennsylvania, a coal mining town rocked by decades of painful transition. From its heyday during two 
world wars through its slow decline, Bakerton is a town that refuses to give up gracefully, binding - 
sometimes cruelly - succeeding generations to the place that made them. With a revolving cast of 
characters - many familiar to fans of Baker Towers - News from Heaven looks unflinchingly at the 
conflicting human desires for escape and for connection, and explores the enduring hold of home. 
 
Jennifer Haigh is an American novelist and short story writer who was born in 1968 in Barnesboro, a 
Western Pennsylvania coal town 85 miles northeast of Pittsburgh in Cambria County. She attended 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and earned a Master of Fine Arts degree from the Iowa 
Writers' Workshop in 2002. Her fiction has been published in Granta, Ploughshares, The Virginia 
Quarterly Review, Good Housekeeping, and many other publications. 
 
Her debut novel Mrs. Kimble—telling the story of a mysterious con man named Ken Kimble through the 
eyes of his three wives -- (2003) won the PEN/Hemingway Award for outstanding debut fiction. 
Her next novel, Baker Towers (2005), depicts the rise and fall of a western Pennsylvania coal town in the 
years following World War II. It was a New York Times bestseller and won the 2006 PEN/L.L. Winship 
award for best book by a New England writer. 
 
Her third novel, The Condition, was published by HarperCollins in July, 2008. It traces the dissolution of 
a proper New England family when their only daughter is diagnosed with Turner's Syndrome, a 
chromosomal abnormality that keeps her from going through puberty. 
 
Her most recent novel, Faith (2011), tells the story of a suburban Boston priest accused of molesting a 
boy in his parish. 
 
 

 
Friends of Reading Library Author Series 

 

Jennifer Haigh 
 

Wednesday ~ February 27 ~ 7:00 PM 
 

Reading Public Library Meeting Room  
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Parker Middle School 
Presents… 

 

 
Performances on: 

Thursday ~ February 28 ~ 6:30 PM 
Friday ~ March 1 ~ 7:00 PM 

Saturday ~ March 2 ~ 2:00 PM 
 

Call Parker School 
For more information: 

781.944.1236 

 

 
 
 

Watch for auditions in February for 
 Colonial Chorus Players’  

Spring production of 

 

www.colonialchorus.com 

or call 781.944.9780 
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March Activities at the Senior Center  
 

       
 

Reading Senior Center ~ 49 Pleasant Street ~ Reading, MA 
To make reservations call 781-942-6794 between 9:00 and 4:00 PM Monday – Friday 

 
 
Blood Pressure 
2nd Friday of every month, 10:15 - 11:15 AM 
4th Thursday of every month, 11:00 – 12:00 Noon 
 
Open Bereavement Support Group 
Wednesday, March 6 & 20, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, Lounge. The program will be sponsored by the VNA of 
Middlesex East; facilitated by Irma Meuse, SP, and L.I.C.S.W. Registration is required – Call: Suzie Yoffe, 
Bereavement Coordinator, VNA of  Middlesex East at 781-224-3399  
 
Art Lessons with Steve Greco 
Tuesdays, 9:30 AM - 12:00 Noon, 2 ½ hours for $10.00. Minimum of five students required for the class; 
Steve will teach any medium.  
 
S.H.I.N.E. Counseling – (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) 
Meeting in the Computer Room Friday, March 15, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Call for an appointment at 
781.942.6659. 
 
Appraising Antiques 
Coming in March - date to be determined. Henry Jensen, owner of Empty Attic Antiques, will be appraising 
antiques.  Henry was an urban archeologist (bottle digger) all thru high school and is a former American 
History teacher who has been dabbling in antiques for over 30 years.  The first 15 – 20 that sign up will be 
allowed to bring one item for Henry to appraise at this event and given a verbal estimate of value. 
 
Postal Inspection Service Speaker 
March 14 10:15am – Postal Inspection Service Speaker will come to talk about frauds perpetrated through 
the use of the U.S. Mails. 
 
Birthday Lunch 
March 18 - Come and celebrate your birthday – if it is the month of your birthday you will receive a free gift 
and your lunch is free.  Bring your friends to celebrate with you – suggested donation for lunch if not your 
birthday month is $2.00 

 

MARCH          
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Movie: The Ides of March 
Monday, March 25, 12:45 Movie Day: The Ides of March 2011 R 101 minutes. Dirty tricks stand to soil an 
ambitious young press spokesman's (Ryan Gosling) idealism in a cutthroat presidential campaign where 
"victory" is relative. The film, directed by George Clooney, is inspired by the real-life experiences of an aide 
who worked on Howard Dean's failed 2004 run. A cutthroat presidential campaign where "victory" is 
relative. 
 
Snow Alert 
In case of severe weather conditions, all or some of our services may be cancelled.  MVES’ Meals on 
Wheels - watch Channel 5 for “no school listing” or listen to WRKO (680 am). Senior Center Activities, 
Congregate (Lunch) Meals or Van Service - If Reading Public Schools are closed, then the Senior Center is 
also CLOSED - watch RCTV cable Channel 9 (Comcast) or 31 (Verizon). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Creative Arts 
Spring Class Registration 

 
Spring classes and April Vacation Workshops will be announced in 
March for all of CREATIVE ARTS' programs. Find out what is new 

and what favorites are coming back by visiting  
 

www.WeTeachCreativeArts.org 
 

at the end of March and downloading the Spring Class Brochure. Call 
us at 781.942.9600 and ask to be put on our e-mail list in order to 
receive advance notice of classes and special early bird discounts!! 
 

 
SCOTLAND ROAD 
a great mystery by Jeffrey Hatcher 
Directed by Ron Wackowski 
Production dates MARCH 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 
 

A beautiful young woman in early twentieth-century 
clothing is found floating on an iceberg in the middle of 
the North Atlantic. She says only one word: Titanic. There 
is a mysterious young man whose goal is to prove she is 
a fake and reveal her true identity. His one clue is her 
references to an unknown place called Scotland Road. In 
a stark   white room, assisted by a skeptical doctor, he 
plays a cat-and-mouse game with her. As time runs out, 
he brings in the last living survivor of the disaster, an 
elder woman who has lived in seclusion for 75 years. By 
the play’s end, one of the characters is dead and the 
relationship between the   woman and mysterious man is 
revealed.  
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Reading Memorial High School 
Drama Department presents… 

 
The Insanity of Mary Girard 

 
Tickets can be purchased at 

Ticketstage.com or rmhstickets@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

Reading Memorial High School 
Drama Department presents… 

 

A Midsummer 
Nights Dream 

 
March 8 & 9 at 7:30 PM 

March 10 at 3:00 PM 
 

Tickets can be purchased at 
Ticketstage.com or 

rmhstickets@yahoo.com 
 

Traditional Celtic Music 
Sunday ~ March 10 ~ 3:00 PM ~ Library Meeting Room 

Free and open to the public! 

The Friends of Library 
Music Series presents 

 

Ivy Leaf
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Austin Preparatory School 
 

Acoustic Celtic Music Jam 
 

 
 

BRING YOUR INSTRUMENT OR YOUR VOICE AND 
JOIN US FOR AN INTERACTIVE NIGHT OF CELTIC MUSIC 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 14 ~ 7:00 PM IN THE CHORUS/BAND ROOM (2ND FLOOR SAH) 

Free and Open to the Public! ~ Austin Preparatory School ~ 101 Willow Street 
 

 

Reading Symphony Orchestra 
 

Spring Concert 
 

 
 

March 17 ~ 3:30 PM ~ RMHS Performing Arts Center 
 

Serenade for Winds, Op. 44 – Antonin Dvorak 
Finale, from Symphony #3, in f-minor “Irish” 

Symphony #2, in D major, Op.73 – Johannes Brahms 
 

For more information: readingsymphonyorchestra.org 


