
VARIANCE CRITERIA: 
 

A variance may only be granted when all of the four criteria are met: 
 

1).  Describe the circumstances relating to the soil conditions, shape or topography which 
especially affect the land or structure (s) in question, but which do not affect generally the Zoning 
District in which the land or structure is located that would substantiate the granting of a variance.  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2).  Describe how the literal enforcement of the provisions of the zoning ordinance relating to the 
circumstances especially affecting the land or structure  in question would involve substantial 
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 (Note that 2, hardship, must relate to the circumstances  of the lot described in 1. For example a stone 
outcrop prohibits development consistent with zoning.) 
 

3). Describe how desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4). Describe how desirable relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating 
from the intent or purpose of the zoning ordinance of the Town of Reading. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State law (MGL Ch. 40A) specifies that the ZBA must find that all four criteria are met in 
order to be authorized to grant a variance.  If one of the standards is not met, the ZBA must 
deny the variance. 


